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IF YE KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, YE SHALL ABIDE IN MY LOVE.

A B I L E N E , KANSAS, J A N U A E Y 15, 1896.

VOLUME IX.

JeSUS.

NUMBEE 2

or expect to bring about the results altogether the same platform. There
that so often are the fruits of mis- may be some minor differences, but
My feet are wearied and my hands are tied,
guided
judgments. Perhaps at first these can easily be adjusted and recMy sonl oppressed;
And with desire have I long desired
it may seem to them a duty to do as onciled and we believe God would
Rest—only rest.
they are doing and to step out on a be glorified and the cause of Christ
'Tis hard to toil—where toil is almost vain. line that is new and imparts what would be greatly enhanced by his
In barren ways;
seem to be new light to their souls, people seeking to accomplish this re'Tis hard to sow and never garner grain
and they follow this until they get union.
In harvest days;
The burden of my days is hard to bear,
so far that return seems to be imBut it may be asked what should
But God knows best;
possible; and it is impossible except be the basis of this union.
We
And I have prayed—but vain has been my
through
deep
humiliation,
but
they
would
without
any
hesitation
say,
prayer—
have become leaders and they cannot "The Bible and the Bible only."
For rest—sweet rest.
take that humble position ; hence they But let the Bible be made spirit and
'Tis hard to plant in spring andmever reap
The autumn yield;
go on and "by good words and fair life to us. Let this be the rule by
'Tis hard to till, and when 'tis tilled to weep
speeches they deceive the simple" which we will work for union, and
O'er fruitless field;
and deceive themselves. We read by the help of God we will attain it.
And so I cry a weak and human cry,
So heart oppressed;
that Satan is transformed into an
We have this consolation, that beAnd so I sigh a weak and human sigh,
angel of light.
tween the three different organizaFor rest—for rest.
We cannot help but believe that if tions there are no fundamental
My way has wound across the desert years,
our forefathers of the different di- points of difference to reconcile, no
And cares infest
My path, and through the flowing of hot tcars ; visions of the church were here to question that should divide people
I pine for rest:
give us their experience on the sub- or churches. We do not of course
'Twas always so when still a child I laid,
ject they would counsel us to greater know all the differences, yet from the
On mother's breast,
efforts to restore and retain union in the action of our General ConferMy wearied little head; e'en then I prayed,
As now for rest.
the church. We know that it is the ence on the subject we are confident
And I am restless still; 'twill soon be o'er;
doctrine of the Bible that all Chris- that it is not in-the doctrine. Where,
Far down the West
tians should live in peace and unity; if, then, can the difficulty be? We
Life's sun is setting, and I see the shore,—
then, such is the doctrine of the Bi- think mainly among the leaders.
Where I shall rest.
ble and the experience of Christians There may be the some prejudices
—Selected by Annie M. Newcomer.
in the ages that are past, how im- even among the laity, but by a careTHE BLESSEDNESS Of CHRISTIAN
portant it is that we should let it ful and loving deportment these
UNION.
could be overcome. But the diffihave its full bearing on us now.
BY THE EDITOR.
We appeal, then, to the different culty is too often among the leaders
I n penning these lines we want to divisions of the church to take ad- —they too often seek pre-eminence
be understood that we do not think vanced steps towards bringing about i and notoriety, and—must I say it?—
those who come under the influence a union between the different branches'endeavor to prevent unity for fear
of this arch enemy of the soul think that stand today upon nearly if not that they may lose prestige, lose inREST.
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fluence.
Personal ambition has
done more to frustrate the efforts of
people to bring about peace and concert among God's people than anything else. We do not want to say
this has been the case with any that
have been connected with the different divisions of the River Brethren
Church, and we sincerely hope that
no such charges can with any truth
be made, but we have instances in
the Bible that would warrant the assertion even at that early day.—3
John 9.
But what we desire to accomplish
is not to point out the evils that have
brought about this division, but to
find, if possible, a remedy.
We look, then, at the difficulties
as they exist and we seek the means
under God's direction as to how this
reunion may be accomplished.

in which the motives are pure and division could not be completely rethe results beneficial, and in this we moved. We believe they could.
can rejoice.
Brethren of the different divisions,
will
we not do it? We entreat you
Now if these differed divisions
were united into one body having in the name of the Master whom we
the same basis or foundation, the serve, to make the effort—make it
same organization, and the same without delay, bring up the matter
purpose in view, there is not thein your different district councils—
least doubt b u t what much more agitate, talk, pray over it and for it,
good could be accomplished than and encourage it in every way that
there is. There would not need to is possible to bring it about—and we
be, and we really think there would believe God will be glorified and the
not be, the contention that is too of- church again be united.
We confidently believe that there
ten apparent. The fact would be
is
nothing
that could be accomplishexemplified as stated in Holy Writ,
ed
that
would
so help to cripple, and
that "he that reapeth and he that
soweth could rejoice together." Now we will add destroy, the devil's kingthe means to be used to accomplish dom, as the union of God's people
this end we think are near at hand. on Bible—evangelical—principles.
If, then, Christian Union is so
Of course the power to accomplish
this union must come from God. blessed and really so easy to be atHe is the source from which all good tained, why should not every child
must
come, and we are glad that we of God labor and pray for the acFirst, we note what the benefits
would be. W e have here three can say that God's people derive complishment of the desired end. I t
small divisions or church organiza- this power to do good from him. does seem an incredible thing to contions working independently of each But he has said to his children that template—discord, disunion. Our
other to accomplish ostensibly, and they should "endeavor to keep the Bible teaches us: "Behold how good
we believe we may say really, the unity of the Spirit," and surely this and how pleasant it is for brethren
conversion and salvation of sinners. is the basis of true Christian Union. to dwell together in unity."
(TO BE CONTINUED. )
They are zealous, earnest and loving In fact there is no real Christian
Union
except
by
and
through
the
children of God; their ministers are
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOB.
probably as able with the same op- Spirit of our Divine Master. But if
THE INFALLIBLE OEETTFIOATTON.
portunities as any, and in an hum- we are in possession of this we are
ble way they are faithful minis- enabled to act in God's way to retain By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, IE YE HAVE LOVE ONE TO ANOTHER.
ters of the Lord, b u t they do notthis union of the Spirit. The first —John 13:35. T H E LOVE OF GOD is SHED
work together. They work pretty duty of those who desire this union ABEOAD IN OUB HEABTS B Y T H E H O L Y
much on the same line, and often in is to seek God's help. The Apostol- GHOST.—Rom. 5:5.
Ehprata.
the same neighborhood, and it is a ic way was when any great difficul- To Bro. David Kilhefner,
ties
were
to
be
overcome,
or
differPennsylvania:—
noteworthy fact that where one society gets a foothold often they are all ences to be reconciled, they would
How wonderful is the bond that
at work. But it is to be deplored call together the church to consider binds into a unit the children of
that very often one division in- the matter. But they came to work God! How pure, how strong, how
creases by the reception of members peace, not discord. We think that sweet, how perfect!
That which
different
divisions
should cements the Eternal Trinity into an
from one of the other divisions, in- the
stead of seeking to save souls from do this, probably at first each body ever blessed unity, draws the saints
the common enemy—that is, con- or division by itself endeavor to work into the rapturous fellowship of love.
verting from sin. This fact has of- for Union. After they had conclud- How little have we yet learned of
ted been a source of grief to the ed on what they thought would bring the glorious, ecstatic mystery of salwriter. I t is something that cannot the best results, then to appoint rep- vation. If forgivness of sin were all
be encouraged by the true child of resentatives—chosen men of God— that Christ Jesus gives us our salvaGod. But then there are exceptions to meet others of the different classes tion would not be worthy of the
to this class; there are noble instances or divisions to see if the elements of name. The removal of the penalty
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while the dominion of evil remains,
With such an inbeing, what avails unto us.—John 16:7. Christ is
would forever make heaven impossible the learned sophistry against entire therefore not on the earth at present
The carnal mind would, turn heaven sanctification and Divine healing? as he is in heaven interceding for us
into hell. The Christed mind would People will sooner handcuff the Al- to the Father. The Comforter or
make paradise out of pandemonium. mighty, than admit their own imbe- Holy Ghost is here, however, for he
Nothing is salvation but the incarna- cility. Disease is as amenable to dwells within us and he shall guide
tion of God. To be created in the the grace of Christ today as in any us into all truth.—John 16:13.
Divine Image is to be a partaker of former period. The body is for the Jesus shortly before leaving this
the Divine Nature. "God is love, Lord, and the Lord for the body. 1 earth told his disciples that he went
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth Cor. 6:13. No devil can hold his to prepare a place for them, and that
in God, and God in him."—1 John position against the faith of Christ. if he went to prepare a place for
4:16. This is "God's eternal pur- Tobacco is as alien to the temple of them he would come again and repose which he purposed in Christ the Holy Ghost as fornication. Not ceive them unto himself; that where
Jesus our Lord."—Eph. 3:11. " H e equally heinous, but equally incon- he is they may be also. What a
that loveth not knoweth not God." sistent with the Divine Indwelling. blessed hope this is, and how blessed
— 1 John 4:8. The absolute reg- When "Christ in us is the hope of that it does not apply to the apostles
nancy of Jehovah is the only safety glory," we "purify ourselves EVEN alone but to ALL His children. This
and felicity of man. To dwell in us, AS HE is PURE."—Col. 1:27; 1 John should give us great zeal in trying
walk in us, work in us, triumph in 3:3. "These words are true and to do His will. As long as we abide
us, "fulfil in us all the good pleasure faithful."
"The true sayings of here upon earth we must expect to
of his goodness, and the work of God."—Eev. 21:5, and 19:9. Lov- have more or less tribulation and
faith with power"—this is the con- EST THOU ME ?"—John 21: 15-17. sorrow.—John 16:33. At his comsummation of God in Christ; and
C. H. BALSBAUGH.
ing our sorrows shall be turned into
until this is accomplished we are not Union Deposit, P a .
joy and no man shall take them from
saved.—2 Cor. 6:16; 2 Thess. 1:11,us. That is to those who have the
F o r the EVANGELICAL VIBITOB.
12. So long as lust, or passion, or
Holy Ghost living within them. But
JESUS WILL 00ME AGAIN.
selfishness in any form reigns, we
to the worldly-minded it shall be the
are the servants of sin. "If the Son
THE THREE APPEARINGS.
opposite; for their joys shall be
shall make you free ye shall be free
The grandest and most sublime turned into sorrow.—John 16:20,22.
indeed."—John 8:36. Christ will fact of history is that the Lord J e - Is there anything that can be more
tolerate no rival. God and Mammon sus Christ came down upon eaith comforting to the Church, the bride
cannot occupy the throne. All or and offered his life for our sins; so of Christ (Eph. 5:23-32), than this
nothing is the imperative and right- that we, in trusting in him, might precious promise which our absent
bus claim of Jehovah-Jesus. There be saved and obtain an eternal hope Lord has left us, that he will come
is no freedom equal to the perfect of glory that shall not fade away.— and receive us unto himself, and
subjection of Emmanuel. I t is "the Heb. 9:26,27.
that we shall be with him to behold
glorious liberty of the children of
The grandest and most sublime his glory.—John 17:24.
God."—Eom. 8:21, Gal. 5:1.
fact of the present is, that H e is now The second coming of our Lord
And this is gloriously possible by in heaven making intercession for Jesus Christ is closely allied with
faith in him "in whom dwelleth all us.—Heb. 7:25; Eom. 8:43; 1 John the first resurrection. I n fact it is
the fulness of the God-head bodily." 2:1.
the time the first resurrection is to
—Col. 2:9, Phil. 4:13. To be wholly
The grandest and most sublime of take place.
Christ's is to be "filled with all the the prophesied events that have not
"For the Lord himself shall defulness of God."—1 Cor. 3:23; Eph. come to pass as yet is that he is com- scend with a shout, with the voice of
3:19. We are strong IN THE LORD, ing again. "And unto them that an archangel, and the trump of God;
AND IN THE POWER OE HIS MIGHT."
look for him he shall appear the sec- and the dead in Christ shall rise
Eph. 6:10. "More than conquerors ond time, without sin, unto salva- first. Then we which are alive and
through him that loved
us."—Eom. tion."—Heb. 9:28.
remain, shall be caught [the Chris8:37.

" T H E LORD is my light and

When he was here the first time
my salvation; whom shall I fear?
he
told us that it was expedient that
T H E LORD is the strength of my life:
of whom shall I be afraid?"—Psa. he go away; for if he did not go
away the Comforter would not come
27:1.

tians only] up together with them
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air."—1 Thess. 4:16,17. B u t
the rest of the dead lived not again
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until the thousand years were finish- the Church will prosper and extend
ed (the Millenium). This is the first until the world shall be converted,
resurrection.
and that this triumph w o ^ d constiThe question may be asked, "Will tute the Millennium. "Where in the
the whole world see Him when he Scripture do we find any words to
appears in the air for his saints? justify us in making such a state"When Christ appeared to Saul on ment ? I t says the word of God is
his way to Damascus, the men that to be preached to every creature, but
were with him heard a voice but saw it does not say that every creature is
no man.—Dan. 10:7. I t says Dan- to be converted to God. "But as
iel alone saw the vision; but a great the days of Noe were so shall also
quaking fell upon them so that they the coming of the Son of Man be."
fled to hide themselves. When a —Matt. 24:37. Bead the 6th chapgeneral of an army gives a command ter of Genesis and you will see what
to his soldiers they immediately the condition of the world was at
obey, for they understand what he that time. "For if the righteous
wishes them to do. A person may scarcely be saved where shall the unstand close by and hear his voice, godly and sinner appear?" "What
but would not understand him and need would we have of the word
could therefore not obey his com- "watch" were Christ not to come unmand. Now whether or not the peo- til all the world would be converted
ple in the world at large will see the to him? But His coming is immiLord when he appears in the air, is nent (threatening to occur immedia mere conjecture and of no great ately; near at hand), therefore the
importance. The illustration of the great need of our watching and begeneral and his army may apply to ing prepared for it at all times.
this matter. However, the world, if "What a blessed life it would be were
not conscious of it at that present we ready at all times for His second
moment, must very soon be brought appearing! I t would mean entire
to the truth of the fact; for they consecration, or doing His will at
will certainly miss those who have all times.
been taken away. "The one shall
Some would say that this the
be taken and the other left."—Matt. Nineteenth century is part of the
24:40.
Millennium, while others say that it
Let us most earnestly pray that began about the Sixteenth century,
we will be among those that will be —that is, when the world ceased
taken.
persecuting Christians. But has the
Note how often the word watch world ceased persecuting Christians ?
appears in the New Testament and Take your daily papers and see; for
that in most cases it refers to this many of them, for the past several
very matter.
months, have contained accounts of
The third appearing of our Lord the severe persecution the Christians
Jesus Christ will take place after the in Armenia are having to endure.
days of the tribulation, when he apThe thought of the imminent appears in power and glory with his pearing of the Lord Jesus Christ
saints to rule over, and execute jus- was the blessed hope of the church
tice on the earth, references to which in the First century.—Titus 2:13.
will be given later on.
Yet eighteen centuries thereafter
POST-MILLENNIALISM.

will men ask—where is the sign of
There are some who believe that the coming of the Son of Man? Did
Christ's coming upon the earth will they not do the same in the days of
be after the Millennium, and that Nee?—Yes, and the flood came at a

time when they were not prepared
for it. So, also, will the Son of
Man come at a time when many are
not prepared to meet him. Even
some of our good earnest Christians
who believe in his coming say that
the less said about it the better it is.
I n reading the New Testament, however, we find that it was one of t h e
most prominent thoughts in t h e
minds of the apostles and therefore
made frequent reference concerning
it in their writings. Should it not,
then, also, occupy a prominent position in our thought and conversation?
Yours in Him,
ENOS H. HESS.
State College, Pa.
(TO BE CONTINUED)
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOK.

'THE GOODNESS AND SEVERITY OF
GOD."
"And God saw that the wickedness of man
was great in the Earth, and that every imagination of the thought of his heart was onlyevil continually."—Gen. 6:5.

God in His wisdom and knowledge
laid the foundation of the world,
and placed in their position the
ruling planets, and filled the firmament with stars that cannot be numbered, and caused the earth to bring
forth "grass, and the herb, and the
fruit tree yielding fruit after his
kind, and God created great whales,
and every winged fowl after his kind
and cattle, and everything that
creepeth," and then graced the earth
in that most noble crown work of
all—the creation of man, "in our
image, after our likeness," whom He
also placed in the highest andnoblest
position of all that H e had created,
and gave him dominion over every
creature, "and G 0 ( i sa w everything
that He had made, and behold, i t
was very good." God did not place
man in this exalted and responsible
position to be an idler. H e was to
exercise his reasoning powers in the
care of all that the Lord had placed
under his dominion. H e was also

Tfi^foT^C^T^PtfClffiT\
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instructed to care for the garden, but, if he will not, then he only in"to dress it and to keep it," with creases his guilt and is driven farliberal privileges to partake of andther away from God.
enjoy the luscious fruits thereof, as
As time%dvances in the history
well as prohibitory regulations re- of the world, sin and wickedness are
garding the tree of knowledge of alarmingly on the increase. God
good and evil.
had His faithful servants still, but
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was not from God, b u t from their
own evil imaginations. The judgments of God are gathering thick
and fast around the wicked. "My
spirit SHALL not always strive with
man " The innocent and pure cannot associate with the wicked worldlings and not become tainted with
sin; intermarriage with the ungodly
is the most fruitful source to propagate wickedness, which also saith
the law—Ex. 34:12-16; Deut. 7:3,4.
"The sons of God, [the lineage of
Seth] saw the daughters of men,
[the posterity cf Cain], that they
were fair; and they took them wives

This was God's law enacted to they became less as the years were
preserve, or maintain that likeness rolling on, until Noah and his famof the Elohim in which he wasily alone were left, out of the millions
created
the violation of which of the inhabitants of the earth.
would cause a cutting off of that
"Enoch walked with God, and he
intimate relationship that existed was not, for God took him." Mebetween them and God, and be equal thuselah, Enoch's oldest son, lived
to a death. "The wages of sin is up to the very edge of the flood, and
death." Under the ruling of this no doubt saw the ark completed and
divine prohibition, they enter upon ready for its living cargo. Lameck, Of ALL WHICH THEY CHOOSE." I t
their duties in the enjoyment of Methuselah's oldest son, and father may have been in the order of
their Edenic home. We are notof Noah, died five years before the natural selection, but it was the
able to state how long they enjoyed flood, so God gathered in and saved means* by which the whole human
Satan is
those blessed and happy privileges his people from the judgments that race become corrupted.
not
satisfied
with
the
service
rendered
in fellowships and favor with God, are awaiting the ungodly. B u t
before the adversary saw his oppor- where are their sons and their unto him of his own children, "who
tunity to impose upon their inno- daughters.
Where are the sons and lie in sin and wickedness." But he
cency his vile deception to disbelieve daughters of many professors
in makes use of every opportunity that
what God had said, and violate the this Ci.rlstian land, ECHO ANSWEBS, presents itself to bring about an
trust that had been reposed in them, WHERE. God's favor and blessing intimacy between the children of
and the only safeguard by which the has always been extended to the in- God and the children of this world,
union between them and their nocent, because innocence represents that he may draw them away, and
creator
could
be maintained. purity, being free from the pollutions thereby endanger, or sever their reThrough this villianous and daring of sin. Look at the babe in the lationship with God and bring react of Satan, the fall of man from manger at Bethlehem, observe his proach upon His holy name.
their happy and favored position innocent life, he grew in "favor with
The beloved Apostle says, " H e
with God in paradise was accom- God and man;" "Blessed are thethat committeth sin is of the devil."
plished and he was driven out of his pure in heart." This is the very The Bible gives no uncertain sound,
Edenic home, "to till the ground first virtue that Satan seeks to de- but in its every tone declares that
from whence he was taken."
stroy.
Having accomplished his partnership with Satan means to be
design
in
this, man lies helpless in rebellion against God. And as
Though Adam and Eve may have
un
let
his
power.
Cain, on account long as men will accept that position,
been pious, and believed in the
promised one that should bruise the of his sin, became a fugitive and a and remain with that rebellious
serpent's head, yet the influence of vagabond on the earth, and his off- company they must inevitably perish
sin and evil went out from them and spring became noted for their in- with the wicked. "And knew not
affected their offspring, and as they ventive genius. As the children until the flood came, and took them
multiplied upon the earth, the breach of this world "have no God" to all away." God's alternative is,
was made still wider and deeper. comfort them in their lonely hours, "Turn ye, turn ye from your evil
Unto Gain it was said, "If thoudoest they must seek their comfort and ways: for why will ye die, O house
well, shalt thou not be accepted, and enjoyment in some idle amusement. of Israel." Man must yield unto
The world in indebted to the pos- the Lord's conditions, or perish.
if thou doest not well, sin lieth at
thy door." Although man had fallen, terity of Cain for the invention of "Noah, a preacher of righteousness,"
and become sinful in his nature and musical instruments, and all manner no doubt warned the people of the
habits, God does still grant unto him of fancy work in brass and iron, to coming danger, but they went about
the power to do ivell, I F HE WILL, while away their lonely hours. This their business as usual.—Luke 17:-
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26,27. They probably only laughed at
Noah's idea of the flood, and building the ark for a place of safety.
But God's word was fulfilled, H e
brought in "the flood upon the world
of the ungodly." Those who would
not believe in God's method and conditions to save, perished. W E MUST

27.
Clarence Center, N. Y.
For

D. HEISE.

the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

THOUGHTS BY THE WAT.
Some people object strongly to
having many selections in the V I S ITOR.

So do I.

Sometimes at the

quality, chiefly at the quantity. Too
many in one issue is not good. No
one knows this better than the editor
and I am sure if he had a good variety of original matter he would print
it in preference to the selected. A
dear old brother who has joined the
Church Triumphant once told me he
was sick of selections and intended
remonstrating with the editor. I
said, "Don't, brother, don't; there is
a more excellent way. Write a good
short article for the VISITOR ; that
will crowd out one selection, and if
others do the same it will soon remove the difficulty." H e did so, and
I was agreeably surprised at the talent displayed, as his English learning was very limited. MORAL: G O
thou and do likewise.
***
We sometimes hear ministers in
introduction to the Lord's prayer ask
the Lord to give them the spirit of
adoption to say "our Father," etc. Is
it possible they have been preaching
for years and have not got it? or do
they lose it between each repetition

Y 1 8 I T O R .

of the Lord's prayer? I used the
expression for a short time, too, but
dropped it with shame when on giving it thought I saw how*ftt our conversion we became sons and daughters and continue so (if faithful) in
time and eternity. Since then it
pains me to hear it.

GET INTO THE ARK, if we would be

saved. Enter while mercy's door
is open. When God's day of grace
ended, H e shut Noah into the ark.
That closed that dispensation, "and
as it was in the days of Noah, so
shall it be also in the days of the
Son of man."—Luke 17:26; 13:25-

T\

*

#

Council meetings are to a great
extent what we make them. If we
go with a spirit of love, forbearance
and humility it is wonderful how
difficulties will vanish. If, however,
we go with the intention of having
our own way or helping some one
else to have his, it is also wonderful "how great a matter a little fire
kindleth."
*
* *
Holding regular services in other
people's churches, where we have not
full liberty to preach our distinctive doctrines, is like a horse with
one leg strapped up, who finds it
hard to balance himself, and makes
poor speed. I t needs the whole
counsel of God to do effective work.
*
*
I t is passing strange that some
people are so enthusiastic and demonstrative in revival meeting, and in
a dry time when their help is most
needed it is equally conspicuous by
its absence.

VERITAS.

For the EVANGELICAL VISITOE.

WATOHIrJG.
I n the last copy of the VISITOR, I
noticed the many selected pieces contained therein. I had to wonder
to myself why this was; and as I
wondered I came to the conclusion
that there must be something wrong.
And I had to ask myself the question, Am I doing my duty as a mem
ber of the church to make the paper
what it should be in order to spread
the doctrine that we believe to be
nearest the Gospel of our Lord and
Savior? and do we help our editor in
publishing such a paper that he need

not depend so much on borrowed
matter ? We do not like to condemn
borrowed matter, but we would all
agree that the original is better than
so much artificial.
I t is true, it may seem a wonderful cross to us to give our time and
talent to writing, and especially those
of r.s who feel so unqualified for this
great work that lays before us. But
if we are only willing to do a little
in that line and bring our "mites"
together the whole will amount to a
great deal.
I t is now several years since I attempted to write a short article for
the paper, not knowing whether it
would be fit to print, but no one
knows the great "travail" of soul I
had at that time, and the Lord saw
fit to put it in our editor's heart to
publish it; and I was not ashamed
to let the whole church know of the
trouble I was in. And had the
Brethren dealt with me as harshly
as I deserved I might not be writing
this letter. But as they were so
merciful to me I will try by God's
help to be more dutiful and obedient
in my calling and more willing to
testify for my God and Master for
what he has done for me. I have
therefore selected the above subject
for a few remarks.
I t is not long since a man in our
neighborhood called at our place one
morning as we were at breakfast eating, on some financial business. This
man is a man that has had great success in life in accumulating property. He is now a middle-aged man,
and we often wondered in what lay
his success. As our conservation
ran somewhat in this channel, he
gave testimony of his manner of-doing. As we also talked of some sudden deaths that occured in our neighborhood, he looked at us so pleasantly and remarked, "To the Christian
death is no terror, and although we
love our families, especially if we
have good ones [which we have all

Jj&St fo 1^3" C^ Kv T. f (^ fk T v ^ f f g ^ q ^ Q p ^
reason to believe he has], it is still a
pleasure to depart from this life and
be with Christ." H e said that he
never undertakes anything but that
he first invokes the blessing of God
upon it, and watches that he does
not go beyond his means. He and
his wife were both poor when they
started, and now they own a good
home in this world. As the secret
all lies in watching, of how much
more importance that we should be
watching in the interest of our soul's
salvation.
In my youth I used to hear a
great deal of "watch-night" jneetings
and it created such a wonder in me
that I once went to one of- their
"watch-night" meetings, and as
there were very few there it was
somewhat of a task to put in the
time in singing, praying and testimoniee, especially as some were there
who made no profession of religion,
of which number I was one. I shall
never forget the impression that meeting made for the good of my soul;
although not so much in my younger years, it has been more so in my
declining years. Although we may
not enjoy such meetings in these
years I am happy to say that no one
can keep us from watching if wt
ha^e a disposition (o do so.
The Savior said upon one occasion,
"But know this, that if the good
man of the house had known in what
watch the thief would com°, he would
have watched, and would not have
suffered his house to be broken up.
Therefore, be ye also ready, for in
such an hour as ye think not, the
Son of Man cometh."—Matt, 24:43,44.

MARY ZEKCHEB.
For

the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

GKUWTH IN GEAOE,
I n every department of nature
God designed progress.
I n the planting of an orchard, if
the trees are vigorous and the soil
fertile, the planter expects growth
and fruit in due season.
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The florist in planting the bulb the "will of God even our sanctificaand choice seed in his green-house tion." I t is the privilege of every
expects that by artificial heat and Christian to walk and talk with God,
the attraction of the sun the seed and have his praises continually upon
will spring forth into beautiful flow- his lips. When the church is in
ers. The husbandman "breaks up this state there will be no desire to
the fallow ground" and carefully enter the secret lodge or to patronprepares the soil and sows his seed. ize fairs and festivals; but their
"First the blade, then the ear, after whole "delight will be in the law of
that the full [ripe] corn in the ear." the Lord." The higher in .grace
—Mark 4:25.
here the higher in glory hereafter.
So when the Divine seed falls in- All are ready to admit that there are
to good ground, being quickened by degrees in sin; so also in the Divine
the Holy. Ghost, it brings forth
"from thirty to sixty and a hundred life. The Apostle John was instructed to say, "These things I write unfold."
When a babe is born into a family, to you, little children, young men
if healthy tne parents expect the and fathers."
child to grow; but if no developeChrist taught his disciples that he
ment is seen for the space of twelve
was
the "Bread of Life," and a great
months, what anxiety is manifested
by the parents, aud a physician is many who profess to be his followconsulted to find out if possible the ers try to live on a crumb, whereas
cause.
they should have a loaf.
And is it not an awful fact that in
He is also the water of life, and
this age of degeneracy there are
many vainly seek to slake their thirst
thousands who are born into the
kingdom of Christ and yet are un- on a drop, whereas they should have
willing to deny themselves, continu- in them a "well of water springing
ing to conform themselves to this up into everlasting life."
world? They become dwarfish and
This world may be considered the
pine away and die, having commenc- Christian's work-shop, and heaven
ed in the Spirit but ended in the the storehouse. The higher we adflesh. God by his Word, ministry vance in the Divine life, the greater
and Spirit has made ample provision our suffering for Christ, and the
for the prosperity of his church, and more souls we bring into his kingso long as we fully confide in Christ dom, the higher will bd our state and
and his promises there is no-power the brighter our crown in heaven.
on earth or in hell that can pluck us All are ready to admit that the penout of his hands.
itent thief upon the cross was saved,
It is said that God has given us yet who would suppose that he would
three thousand promises in the Bi- be entitled to as bright a crown as
ble, and had he been disposed to give the great Apostle Paul, who labored
us but one we might rest our all on about thirty years in the ministry,
it. "God cauuot lie," and the Sa- was instrumental in winning thousvior said, "Heaven and earth shall ands of souls to Christ and at last
pass away but my word shall not died a martyr to his cause.
pass away."
I t is said by the prophet, "They
We have a Gospel ladder portray- that be wise shall shine as the brighted by the apostle which we are to ness of the firmament, and they that
ascend, by adding to our faith virtue, turn many to rightec. usnass as the
knowledge, temperance, patience, stars forever."—Dan. 3:12.
godliness, brotherly kindness, and
Every saint in heaven shall be as
charity, which is the bond of perfec- happy in his separate sphere as he is
tion. For "if these things be in capable of being. There is no envy
you, and abound, they make you in heaven.
that ye shall be neither barren nor
Every vessel shall be full, and our
unfruitful in the Lord."—2 Pet. 1:8. happiness shall be eternal, in giving
Our aspirations should be continual- ' God the glory.
JOHN FOHL.
ly in seeking after holiness, as it is Chambersburg, Pa.
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We learn that Bro. P. Elliott, of
Richmond Hill, Ont., is confined to
bed sick. May the Lord grant him
speedy recovery.

have found it impossible to meet
current expenses from subscription
A Semi-Montlily Eeligious Journal,
alone; if we could get every dollar
f o r the exposition of true, practical piety.
Published in the interest of the church of
due the VISITOR from the number of
the Brethren in Christ, commonly called, in
the United States, "River Brethren," and in
subscribers on the list it would be,
Canada "Tunkers."
Elder S. Zook left for Sedgwick, but some are so situated that they
Subscription, $1.00 per year; six months, 50c. Kansas, on the evening of the 10th,
cannot pay, and these should be supPayment in advance. Sample copies free.
to dedicate a church and to continue plied. Others neglect to pay though
the meeting for two or three weeks. we have used every consistent way
Edited by
— -*—»
possible, we think, to collect. Now
H. DAVIDSON, Abilene, Kans.,
A series of meetings are being held
To whom all communications and letters of
we added this cover to show that by
at the Newbern church now with
business are to be addressed.
this or similar additions we could
good attendance and good interest.
obtain enough if continued during
To COBBESPONDENTS.—Write only on one
side of the paper, with black ink, and not too I t commenced about the first of the
the year to pay current expenses and
near the edge.
month.
leave a small amount for emer^^"Communications for publication should
always be accompanied by the author's name.
"Let the wicked forsake his way gencies, provided the subscription
Not necessarily for publication but as a guarand the unrighteous man his thoughts was kept up to its present number
antee of good faith.
^^"Communications for all subsequent aud let him return unto the Lord and
and is promptly paid.
numbers of the VISITOB should be sent in at
he will forgive and to our God and But while we very much desire to
least ten days before date of issue.
JJ^"If you wish your paper changed from he will abundantly pardon."
see the VISITOR self-supporting, yet
' one Post Office to another, always give the
*-*
Office where you now receive it, as well as the
we do not want to add anything
Office to which you desire it sent.
The meeting at Bethel is still in
without the hearty co-operation of
{^"If you do not receive the VISITOB in progress; interest very good—there
ten days from date of issue, write us and we
the church. The matter is in the
will send you the necessary number.
have been several who have come out
hands of the church for your conB^"°If you desire to know when your sub- on the Lord's side. The church is
scription expires, look at your name as
sideration. Yet we regret very much
Two were bapprinted on the wrapper or margin of the pa- very much revived.
that any person should be dissatisper, and that will state the time to which payment is made. F o r instance, Apr92 means tised on the 10th inst. in Chapman fied with the course pursued. W e
that the subscription has been paid up to that Creek.
date. If you find any error in the date please
hope by the next meeting of Confernotify ns at once and we will make the corThe week of prayer is observed in ence some arrangements can be derection.
J ^ " T o those who do not wish to take the Abilene in a series of meetings held vised that will make the VISITOR
VISITOB any longer, we would say, when you in private houses in the afternoon
self-supporting.
write us to discontinue the VISITOB, please
The atsend us also the balance due on your subscrip- and in the church at night.
tion u p to the date at which you wish to have
OOEEEOTIONS.
it discontinued, and it will receive our prompt tendance is fair, and the interest is
attention.
good, especially in the private
By request we make the following
Send money by Post Office Money Order, Reg- houses.
The services at the church
gistered Letter, or Bank Draft, to Henry Davidson, Abilene, Ka7isas.
are also improving, and considering corrections in No. 1, Vol. IX, in an
Entered as second-class matter at the Post- that there are two other meetings in article on "Jesus Will Come Again."
office at Abilene, Kansas.
progress in town the attendance is In the eighth paragraph, it should
good. The meetings will be contin- be Ps. 22 instead of 32. In the
Abilene, Kansas, January 15, 1896.
ued and we hope for good results be- ninth paragraph, Luke 22:28-30,
instead of Lev. 22:28-3. In the
"Seek ye the Lord while he may fore the close. The church is being
fourteenth, Luke 16:22;23:43 instead
greatly revived.
be found."
of Lev., etc.
•-•
"Bay ye to the righteous that it
We again refer to the cover we
shall be well with him."
Hard knocks, rough toil, and sore
added to the last issue of the V I S I trials
are as necessary to a really true,
"Have you recieved the Holy TOR. We do this because some are
faithful
Christian life as are the deep
not satisfied with this departure
Ghost since ye believed?"
*-*
from the ordinary appearance of the plowing, rough harrowing, and clodcrushing rolling essential to earth's
Bro. Noah Zook is now at Des VISITOR.
Moines. Iowa, in religious work.
We have now been associated with producing great crops of wheat and
*-*
corn. Therefore faithful toilers, see
Bro. George Detwiler is now la- the publication of the VISITOR for to it that you all "endure hardness
boring at Gormley, Ont., in revival nearly nine years, and we did all we
work with apparent good results.
could to make it pay. So far, we as good soldiers of Jestis Christ."

El^^KGrEXExf<f!A.e*
God's word as recorded in the
Bible is the universal soul-food. I t
is both milk for babies and strong
meat for men.—Religious Telescope.
•»•»•»
The addition of Christianity to
man's spiritual wants is as direct an
evidence of design as is the adaptation of the eye to seeing or the lungs
to breathing.—Telescope.
•
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The closest of secret prayer is in
the Christian's playground.
I t is
there that his soul enjoys the spiritual recreation which, taken with hard
soulwork in righting the battles of
life, is essential to healthy soulgrowtn.
The boy must have recreation as
well as work or he will not be healthy. . Brother, sister, take plenty of
soul recreation in secret prayer.—
Religious Telescope.

^fSf-TOPl.

Christ's sympathy clings to Him,
and is a permanent attribute of His
perpetual and exhalted nanhood.
He bears our griefs on his heart now,
and bends over us each with as true
a knowledge of our trouble, and as
complete a partaking of it, as when
on earth He wept by the grave of
Lazarus or felt the loneliness of that
sonless widow. If our griefs be
small, and affecting mainly our material fortunes, we may take heart
to believe that since they are great
enough to trouble us they are not
too small to move His sj mpathy,
when we remember that He Himself
declared that He "had compassion
on the multitude," because they were
hungry.—Dr. Alexander
Maclarew
»
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DIVINE LOVE.

"Just to know it as thine own,
The question of temperance is dear
That no power can take away.
to the heart of the priest, and thereIs it not enough alone
fore to the heart of Jesus Christ.
For the gladness of the day ?"
How do the Catholic people stand
» .1 <•>•_•
Kind words are not costly; use
on this question ? If the Catholics
knew the teachings of the church and tbem freely.
upheld the church in every paticular,
We glory in the spirit
then we would be in a more solid posWhich dares resist a throne,
iton to do the work Christ has given
That yields to no man homage,
us. The question applies to every
But makes God's will its own.
Catholic man, woman, girl and boy,
—Sel,
because it becomes us to set good exEXPEEIENOE.
ample of religion to our weaker brothDear Readers of the VISITOR :—
er.—Sel.
I feel it my duty, as well as a
Kev. J. Hudson Taylor well says: privilege, to write a few lines for the
"We need persons who will conse- honor of God, wishing that the Lord
crate their lives to foreign mission would guide my hand as well as
service at home. I t is for some to Spirit, to write something that might
consecrate their lives, their thoughts, benefit your and my souls; well
their prayers to just this service. I knowing "there is no lack in the
believe that some of the best mission- fountain, for always 'tis full," if we
ary work that is done to day is done are in the right mind to receive it.
by invalids who never leave their I must say that I was called from
bedrooms, or by old people, or by darkness to light, or to a knowledge
those who are very poor and have of the sinfulness and depravity of
not much to give; but they give the my heart in my sixteenth year, though
Lord what is most precious—a true I had been under the influence of
yearning, heart, a constant remem- the Spirit of God, or rather a sense
brance, a constant prayer."—Mis- of sin or conviction thereof, from a
sionary Review.
child. But I considered myself in
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a measure unaccountable, or not under the full measure of guilt, until
after my twelfth year; after that I
felt myself condemned and that
I must repent if I wished to
die happy, but I durst not face
the reproach of the world.' But
I often felt very unhappy in that
Lime, and so had no pleasure with
the world, and none among the children of God.
At last I became willing to come
out and openly confess that I wished
to lead a better life. Then the way
was open in so far as I- was obedient. I soon got to see that repentence was quite different from what
I thought it would be. The condition of my heart was opened to me
and I saw where I was not honest to
my parents, and I did not feel any
rest until I acknowledged my sin and
owned up to what I was and confessed it. Then I felt rest; also when
I had taken advantage of my fellowmen, whether in thought, word or
deed. I must say that among other
things was included the theft of a
few pieces of tobacco, which I took,
being careful no one would see me.
As it was of the kind for smoking,
and cut into small pieces, I took
some and chewed it. I became sick
and paid dear enough for what I had
taken. I had partly learned to smoke
tobacco, but as my father asked me
to leave it alone I had the grace to
drop it. not wishing to grieve him
in that line. When I got to repenting, those few pieces of tobacco came
before me, because I did not go at
once and confess my wrong doing,
but left it to slumber on my conscience. But it came to pass that I
got the opportunity to tell the owner
of my wrong-doing, who freely forgave me. This ended that matter.
But I was a great sinner with the
tongue, so that I was often obliged
to tell people how I had mimicked
them, and as it was quite often to
people above my rank of life, it did

26

^^JVI^CxEXExKSAEx

^SEBETOFL.

in which I obeyed. I received an especial good was received by their
evidence of pardon on the night be- family visiting between the meetfore the day of baptism, following ings. We were also greatly encouraged by the assistance of Bro. Kunkprayer.
I seemed to see the Savior as one le, from Columbus, O., who also conwould see a person when kneeling tinued the meetings two nights longin the water; in the morning when I er.
Two souls said by their words and
awoke or rather when I did the
morning chores I thought every- actions that they were tired of sin,
thing seemed changed. During the and turned to live in newness of life.
day on which I was baptised I felt May the Lord keep them faithful
somewhat tempted, the day follow and bring many more into his kingA. D. HOKE.
ing baptism I felt as if the debt dom.
was paid so far. Baptism is not
BROWN COUNTY.
the putting away of the filth of the
flesh
but
the
answer
of
a
good
conI had the grace finally to make
The Brethren of Brown Co., Ks.,
known my feeling to a few of our science toward God.
commenced' a series of meetings at
JOHN W. HEISEY,
Brethren, as also to a few of our
Pleasant Hill, on Nov. 23d, conFlorin, Pa.
old Brethren, after which I felt some
ducted chiefly by Bro. J. G. Cassel,
better, though not quite satisfied that
of Abilene. Bro. Samuel Zook was
CHURCH NEWS.
I was honest. On the other hand I
also with us from the 28th of Nowas very much afraid of making an
vember
till the 12th of December.
CHICAGO MISSION.
outward show of religion, which
His help was also highly appreciatBeport for the month of Decem- ed.
made me careful of what I did. A
few days after I made a start. I ber is as follows:—
On the 30th and 31st we held our
thought I now was going to say fare •
DONATIONS.
Love-feast, which was indeed a time
well to worldly amusements, and laid A. A. Rhodes, Ont.,
$
.50 of refreshing to us. A number of
aside my paper collar and parted my Lizzie Lenhart, Abilene,
1.00 the members were not well enough
2.00
hair in the middle. I t did not go Catherine Kohl,
to be with us, consequently the atAbbie Cress, Talmage Kan.,
1.00
very long till a certain friend came A Brother
The meet1.00 tendance was not large.
to see us, and as he is an earnest
Total,
$ 5.50 ings were continued every evening
man, said that he was glad to see
EXPENSES.
for four weeks, the weather being
that I (mentioning my name) had Necessaries for the sick,
% 2.40 very favorable a greater part of the
3.95 time.
made a change, at least outward- Dry Goods,
Shoes, etc.,
6.94
ly, and soon began to hold forth his
We had afternoon prayer-meetings
Groceries and coal,
3.25
ideal of religion quite freely, saying
Total,
% 16.54 a greater part of the time at private
that Dunkards have a mode and
SAEAH BEET.
dwellings which were very beneficial
make after each other. His remarks 6028 Peoria St., Englewood, 111.
and encouraging.
drove me to prayer, and also to folThe meetings continued to grow
MEDWAY, CLARK CO., OHIO.
lowing the promptings of the Spirit.
in interest and attendance for several
Afterwards I mentioned this to one
According to the previous arrange- weeks; twenty souls became willing to
of our Brethren, a young man some- ments, Elder B. F. Hoover and wife accept Christ as their Savior. While
what more experienced than I was, began protracted meetings at this a number of them were quite young,
who promptly answered that every place on Sunday night, Dec. 8. They still He wants their hearts. We are
church has its mode—both may be continued their entreaties with the glad that all have given heed to the
right; each was to judge for himself. people until Sunday night, Dec. 22 words of Ecclesiastes and'remember"Words fitly spoken are like apples Bro. Hoover came filled with the ed their Creator in the days of their
of gold in pictures of silver." I Spirit and power, and did not shun youth. There were also a few who
must say that by thus obeying the to declare the plain and simple truths had once been with the church and
promptings of the Spirit I was at of the Gospel.
fallen. We are glad that many of
last brought to the church. There
The attendance, attention and in- the number have been accepted and
was opportunity given for baptism terest of the meetings were good, and are happy in the Lord. May t h e
not go very easy. But I felt relieved on obeying. I also had sins to
confess which to man's eye were hidden, and.the enemy came and said
(or I had better say, a spirit said),
"If you don't confess it openly before the people you might as well
lay the whole work aside." There
I was, not knowing what to do; go
forward I could not, go backward I
durst not, and so felt myself in a
terrible condition. True, I had told
my parents but could not feel satisfied. However, I went on obeying
in things as I could.

E^r^MCSr^Exfdx^Ev
Eye that never sleeps watch over
them and keep them, is our prayer.
There were also many who were old
in sin deeply convicted. May the
Lord have mercy on them and save
them. We are thankful to God for
the glorious season we have enjoyed.
These Brethren brought forth the
Word with power. May the Lord
richly reward them for their earnest
labors here, and may we finally meet
on the shores of eternal bliss.

^f^f^Qpi.

On the other side of Jordan,
In the sweet fields of Eden,
Where the tree of life is blooming,
There is rest for you—
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with them. Truly the members did
all they could to make us happy,
indeed the friends and neighbors
beth in Houghton and Walsingham
were very kind. We found no opposition in our daily visits, but found
the Mormon Bible in the home of
some of the peasants. We must not
forget to mention the kindness of
our Brother and Sister William
Vannatter, where we made our home
and slept nearly every night.

while passing along and wrapped u p
in deep meditation because so near
the birth day of our Saviour, and it
being so warm we saw the flocks and
herds feeding on the fields and hill
sides. Our mind traveled in irnagionary vision to the far east and settled down on the plains of Bethlehem, where 1,896 years ago the
We arrived home the 23rd and
A. J . HEISE.
shepherds received the intelligence
at' night from the messengers of found all well, was gone 24 days,
For t h e EVANGELICAL VISITOR.
heaven that the birth of the new had 25 night meetings including
MISSION PliiLD.
born king was at hand, who was to Sundays, visited every day and found
Myself and Bro. Winger left the bring "peace on earth and good will many warm hearts, and our visits
Truly we thought the very acceptable; the expression on
field in Houghton, Norfolk county, to men."
climate
must
be about the same as leaving was "come again." One
Ont., on the 21st of D e c , and were
that
of
Judea
in the time of the particular feature of our visits was
driven in private conveyance by our
young friend (and new beginner) flock-tenders of that country, for to an old Indian doctor and wife
Henry Bagley, a distance of sixteen the fields of wheat looked very away back in the woods. Our visit
miles to Gcrinth, where we intended promising, and certainly was grow- there was very acceptable; the old
to take the train for home on Mon- i n g ; we saw fields of rye fresh sown lady was pretty smart, considering
day morning for a hundred-mile which was up about two inches and her age,-she being 104 years old the
ride eastward. The country we passed was growing finely, and one field 15th of December; the old Indian
through on our way to Corinth was fresh sown not up yet. Verily our gave us the bible to read and have
very fertile and sandy soil, and be- country and climate must have prayer before leaving, and he sang
to us with tears in his eyes the
ing familiar with the name in Bible changed lately.
But we must tell our readers a hymn composed from the circumtimes, we were quite sure it was not
that place the Apostle Paul refers little about our meetings that began stance of the rich man and Lazarus.
to in his epistle to the Corinthians on the first of December. We canIt was strange to us_but very touchA. BEARSS.
written A. D. 57, although he ar-say the Lord was with us all the ing.
rived there A. D. 52 (Acts 18:1), time, though the success we thought Ridgeway, Ont.
and lodged with Aquilla and hiswas not as great as that of last winFor the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.
wife Priscilla who as well as himself ter, yet the attendance was good
DILIGENCE.
considering the dark nights, and
were tentmakers.
This Sabbath morning while readIndeed we would have been glad interest was good especially of the
members,
and
all
seemed
to
be
reing
this chapter as our morning lesfor one of Pauls tents to keep us
vived
and
in
good
earnest.
son,
my attention was directed to
dry, as it rained pretty much all the
Some of last winter's starters were this verse, and especially to the
way. On our way we passed through
Eden, but not tne garden where the brought up again to the front ranks, words, "be diligent," and I was imserpent beguiled Eve, yet a very and sinners were made to feel the pressed to write an article for the
pleasant spot for a station on theneed of a saving power, and a few VISITOR. I have often had such imnew railroad from Tilsonbury to one made a good start in that direction. pressions, but have put off the duty;
of Lake Erie's ports. We could not May the Lord help them to be faith- and I wonder if many of the young
help but think of the beautiful spot, ful to the little seed that has been Brethren are not doing the very
made desolate by man's disobedience, sown in their hearts that it maysame thing; if so let us try to be
so I and companion struck up and bring forth fruit to H i s honor and more obedient in the future. By
glory, and truly we will give him obeying such convictions we not only
sang the familiar chorus,—
all the praise. We must not forget may be an encouragement to the edThere is rest for the weary,
the kindness shown unto us while itor, but our thoughts expressed in
There is rest for you—-

i
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writing might be the means of arousing some souls to sterner efforts in
the work of the Master; and further,
I am sure it will be of great benefit
to the writer, if he does it to the
glory of God, as he will become better acquainted with the Word, and
by prayerful study the Spirit will
reveal to him new beauties in the
precious Word of God.
I will consider the subject under
two heads, namely, the temporal and
the spiritual life.
If we look at the temporal side of
life, generally speaking, we can see
no lack of diligence in the various
pursuits, so that men need no admonition in this respect. I t is wonderful to what achievements they can attain when they exercise their energies, minds and talents in certain directions; and I believe it is highly
necessary for every human being to
engage in temporal affairs, so that
he may gain a livelihood, for Paul
in 1 Tim. 5:8 says "if any provide
not for his own
he hath denied the faith and is worse than an
infidel." Further I believe that if
the Lord permits our goods to increase to more than we need for a
livelihood it is our' duty to take
proper care of them, just as we are
careful to be "rich in good works,
ready to distribute, willing to communicate," etc. I n 1 Tim. 6:9,10,
we read "they that will be rich fall
into temptation
for the love
of money is the root of all evil, which
while some coveted after they have
erred from the f aith,and pierced themselves through with many sorrows."
We can daily hear of instances among
wicked men which demonstrate these
truths. I t is a common thing for
men to perform daring feats, and
even risk their lives, caring nothing
for character, only that they may
obtain wealth. But the apostle is
here warning the child of God concerning these temptations. While
we may be free from covetousness

for wealth, and the love of money,
yet have we not often neglected our
secret devotions and many opportunities for doing good on account of
"not having time" or being "too
tired." I must confess that this has
been my experience.
What reward then has the worldly
man after he has been successful in
his pursuit after wealth? We find
an answer in Bccl. 5:11: "When
goods increase they are increased
that eat them; and what good is
there to the owners thereof, saving
the beholding of them with their
eyes?"
Surely, in our pursuits after earthly gain, we should have a grander
object in view than to gratify covetous desires. In Heb. 6:10, Paul
says: "God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love which
ye have shewed toward his name, in
that ye have ministered to the saints
and do minister." We have reason
to believe that in the apostles' day
it became the duty of the laity of the
church to administer unto the wants
of those who proclaimed the Gospel
of Christ, as well as to help the general poor of the church, and this is
also classed among the Christian
graces. I believe that today we
have Brethren who are indeed called
to preach the Word; some have
special gifts in singing; some have
power with God in prayer, and others perhaps could do the most good
in distributing earthly store with
which God has blessed them. Now,
if all endeavor with the whole heart
to do the Lord's bidding, the work
will move on triumphantly, and all
will receive the great reward, a home
in heaven.
When we consider things as they
really are, how foolish it is for a
man to pride himself upon his wealth
or achievements of any kind, when
all our possession, and even we ourselves, are in the hands of an allpowerful God, who can dispose of

all as he pleases. Our chief object
in life should be to see that our
hearts are in favor with God, and
the next should be to do good to our
fellow men.
Now let us compare the reward
here iu. this life of the two wealthy
characters, the covetous man and
the benevolent man. For the reward of the latter, I will refer to 2
Cor. 9:13: "Whiles by the experiment of this ministration, they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and for your liberal distribution unto them and unto all men." The
former is beholding his possessions
with his eyes, and may soon hear
the solemn declaration, "Thou fool,
this night thy soul shall be required
of thee; then whose shall those things
be which thou hast provided ?"—while
the latter is no doubt rejoicing that
through his liberality many of God's
children are made to "glorify God,"
which, if it was done in an humble
spirit, will be remembered for him
in the Lamb's Book of Life.
When we look at the spiritual
side of life, we don't see such great
activity, that is, those that are as
earnestly engaged in laying up treasure in heaven, as the worldy men
aro engaged in gathering together
their earthly treasures, are very
much in the minority in the Christian world. And why is it so since
Christ has said, "Seek ye first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things shall be
added unto you." Is it not on account of the presence of sin in the
world? The natural tendency of
man is to do evil rather than to do
good, and even after the soul has
been cleansed, if we do not yield our
"members servants to righteousness
unto holiness," there will be a drifting back to the old occupation in
sin. Therefore how much we should
appreciate, and with the whole heart
endeavor to heed, the blessed adtno-
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nitions and solemn warnings given
to us by Jesus himself and by his
inspired writers. I n 2 Peter 1:10,
we read: "Wherefore the rather
brethren give diligence to make your
calling and election sure; for if ye
do these things ye shall never fall."
Here we are exhorted to activity in
the Christian work in order that we
may not fall in the trying hour. After being made partakers of the Divine nature there must be a progress
in the Divine life, and the apostle in
this chapter mentions the different
steps the child of God must take in
this advancement. A grand and inspiring thought is, that He places
love as the crowning characteristic
of the Christian; and have we not
experiences which convince us of
this fact? When we are filled with
the love of God it is no task for us
to admonish the sinner, to encourage
and cheer the sick, to fill our places
as workers in the prayer and testimony services, and in numerous different ways to help to move on the
glorious work of the Master; and
when ne are thus engaged we will
not be found "barren nor unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ."
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a coldness over the other member?,
so that his influence is holding back,
rather than pushing forward, the
work of the church. Third, and
what is to be regretted most, he is,
perhaps unconsciously, presenting
Christianity to the world in a gloomy,
discouraging manner; and many begin to think and say, "If religion
brings with it so many trials, and
apparently so little enjoyment, I will
be satisfied yet a while in worldly
pleasures." We ought to prove to
the worldling that beyond a doubt
the life of a Christian is a happy
one, and that obedience to the guidance of the Holy Spirit brings peace
and joy of which the world knows
nothing.
Now here I wish to say that my
mind has run out in directions which
I did not expect when I began this
article, and I hope that no one will
get the idea that I think I am so
righteous and so faithfully doing my
duty; because I feel that in many of
these things I have not been as faithful as I should have been, and I hope
that I may he permanently benefited by my study on this subject, so
that in my future life I may be more
devoted to the work of the Lord.

When we as nominal Christians
In the passage from which I chose
are in a state of barrenness, we area my subject, Peter exhorts us to be
great hindrance to the Christian diligent, because of the hope of once
work. And such a state has its ef- enjoying the blessings of new heavfect in a threefold state. First, to ens and a new earth. While even
the individual himself, every Chris- iu this life true Christians are privtian duty is a burden, his spiritual ileged to realize what it is to "sit to-sky is darkened, and on almost every gether in heavenly places in Christ
hand there is a lack of patience; and Jesus," what must be the enjoyments
yet he does not want to give up when once they will be permitted
the work, for he knows that then he eternally to enjoy the hlessings of a
will surely be lost, so that the spir- home "wherein dwelleth righteousitual work is almost entirely void of ness." Here our peace and happienjoyment for him. Second, his lack ness is often disturbed by troubles
of interest in this work is keenly felt and sorrows, and these things aie alby the church. His absence at the lowed to come upon us "that the
prayer and public services are more trial of your faith, being much more
frequent, and when he is in attend- | precious than of gold that perisheth,
ance his lack of promptness in dis- though it might be tried with fire,
charge of duty to some extent casts might be found unto praise and hon-
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or and glory at the appearing of J e sus Christ."—1 Pet. 1:7.
LEVI HERE.
Jamton, O.

FIFTEEN EAOTS ON BELIEVERS' BAPTISM.
It is a fact that no commands of
Christ are more imperative than his
commands respecting baptism.
It is a fact that the best scholars,
living and dead, admit that the meaning of the word translated babtism
is immersion.
It is a fact that the Greek Church
does practice trine immersion, and
has always done so.
R i g fact that immersion fills all
the conditions of the New Testament
baptism.
It is a fact that no one who has
been immersed questions the validity
of his baptism, while multitudes who
have been sprinkled do.
It is a fact that many who have been
sprinkled are afterward immersed.
It is a fact that Baptists never leave
a Baptist church because dissatisfied
with their baptism.
It is a fact that Baptists encourage
their young people and others to investigate the subject of baptism, whilst
the pedo-baptist churches do not
thus encourage investigation.
I t is fact that Baptist ministers
and members are always willing to
leave inquiries on this subject to the
New Testament without note or comment.
It is a fact that in 1643, by a vote
of one majority, the Westminster Assembly of Divines substituted sprinkling for immersion in the Church of
England.
It is a fact that the New Testament knows nothing about infaut
baptism.
It is a fact that infant baptism supplants . the Scriptural requirements
of believers' baptism.
I t is a fact that the change of
baptism was made because of the
dogma of baptismal regeneration.
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It is fact that there is as much
Scripture for infant commuion as
for infant baptism, and none for either.
-r-Sel.
LOVE ATO HATKED.
The human heart is like a fertile
field. l a such a field good plants
are sown or planted by the husbandman, and these plants are cultivated
to increase the crops. The land is
also often turned over with a plow
to destroy the bad plants or weeds.
The husbandman well knows that
liberal sowing with good seed has a
tendency to keep the weeds down
and he also knows that the weeds are
allowed to flourish the good grain can
not thrive in that field. I n short, it
requires not only moisture and sunshine, but also labor to make a good
crop. Hence he and his servants
constantly cultivated and nourished
the good plants and labor to keep
down the weeds. Yet it is a fact that
in every field of corn there are some
weeds; and when the weeds predominate and take the corn we conclude
that the laborers in that field have
not done their duty.
I n the field of our hearts love is
one of the good plants that God has
planted there and that he wants to
grow and flourish there. You have
just learned that love is of God, and
also heard of its effects or results;
and it remains for me to show how this
heavenly plant may be made to grow
or increase.
I. How shall we increase our love
to God?
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it, and use all of God's appointed
means. The Bible from beginning
to end tells us of God's goodness toward us and all his creatures. I n
the work of creation we are told in
Genesis that it was all good. When
His chosen people, the Israelites,
were inclined to forget Him and wander away H e constantly reminds
them of his goodness to them—how
he delivered them from bondage in
Egypt and supplied their wants.

I I . I n the next place we may notice how we may increase our love
to our fellow men. That we should
love God with an increasing love is
reasonable enough for He is all good;
but my neighbor is not all good, he
often does evil; and how can I love
him with an increasing love when
he often does to me a mean trick?
1. Here our Savior Jesus Christ
comes to our aid by his example. H e
loves the sinner but not his sins.
David, the sweet singer, in his By his love lie wins the sinner for a
psalms praises God for His goodnees better life; he prays even for his torand thus draws his people nearer to mentors. Did people look down on
God to increase their love for him. him because His loving heart reached
The prophets, though often warning forth for the sinner to aid him and
of impending punishment, always lift him up? Yes they did; but this
connected with threats messages of did not deter him. H e still loved
Behold
God's goodness and love; but the great them and ate with them.
goodness and love of God comes to him when Peter with cursing cruelus in the work of redemption through ty denied him. We hear no word of
Christ our Savior. From him we reproach against Peter; but the Savmust draw our needed supplies as ior's loving look towards him melts
branches from the vine. The believ- Peter s heart to repentance. My dear
er that does this will have awakened friends when a fellow being does us
in him a love that nothing can quench. an injury and we feel tempted to withLook for instance at the active love draw our love let us think of the exmentioned by the apostle Paul. How ample of our Savior. To return good
brightly it shines! Persecution, pri- for evil may not be agreeable to our
son walls and the prospects of death frail human nature, yet it is better
could not dampen his love and devo- than to nourish an evil passion where
tion. His whole heart's desire was love should reign and grow. W e
to serve his Lord. Here we see an- may justly hate all evil but let the
other means of increasing our love person who is afflicted with such
evil still retain our love and pity.
to God, viz:

2. Faithful service. The longer we labor for a real good employer the more we love him.
Faithful
service for God brings us nearer to
Him and when we come nearer to
1. The same influence which starts Him we love Him more. Peter lovthe germ of a plant also promotes its ed his Lord even when he followed
growth. The dews and sunshine of him from afar and when he denied
God's grace in our hearts will make him, but after a life of faithful serour love toward Him grow or increase. vice his love had grown so great that
We all need God's grace. And how he feared no danger. There is no
is this grace bestowed? God has doubt that the love of God that is
made ample provission for this in active in good works will grow. On
His word, the Bible. We must hear the other hand the love that exist
his word and study the Bible with only in words is not genuine; it grows
Hi earnest desire to be profited by not, but dwindles away.

2. If we want to love our neigbors more we must try to seethe lovable traits in their character and t r y
to excuse their failings where it is
possible. If we train our minds to
dwell more on the good traits in our
neighbor it will increase our love and
respect for him. By God's grace we
can do it. There is no need searching for the mote in his eye and magnifying real or imaginary wrongs.
I I I . L e t me yet briefly notice,
How can we decrease hatred? You
have already heard that this evil
plant, hatred, is not of God but the
devil. Christ in the parable of t h e
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agrieved must go to him. What for ? live as reasonable beings the life that
To give him a scolding and have a we have but once to live.
further row? No indeed. We must
H. F. M.
go withintentof winning our brother (This address was delivered at the young
folks' meeting of the Lutheran Immanaal
—go in a spirit of reconciliation,
church at Hiwathia, Kansas.)
otherwise we will fan into name a
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOB.
passion which is intended to be asSTRAIGHT
PATHS,
sauged.
"A soft answer turneth
away wrath."
I feel impressed by the spirit of
There is another effective remedy God to write a little letter of exthatmustnotbeoverlooked. I t i s this: hortation to the dear Brethren and
Fill the heart with love and there Sisters of the VISITOR, hoping it
will be no toom for hatred to dwell will be received in the same spirit
there. Perhaps it would be more in which it is written.
proper
to call this a preventive than
The Apostle Paul in writing to
1. We must see it as an evil, in
a
remedy.
I n the field that has a the Hebrew brethren says, "Make
order to awaken a desire for remedying it. We mast know and under- good stand of grain the weeds have straight or even paths for your feet,
stand that hatred is continually poi- not much chance to grow. A vessel least that which is lame be turned
soning the human heart, destroying that is already filled with one thing out of'the way, but rather let it be
human happiness and embittering life. cannot be fill with something else. healed." We see by this that we
I t saddens the heart of the person Christ expresses the same in Matthew all have influence over some one,
hated; but to the hating person who 12:48-45; compare verses 34 and and some one is watching us, and in
treasures and nurtures the evil in his 35. Christ spoke this of the Jews a sense following us. If this be the
The evil case, how necessary it is for us to
heart is vastly more injurious. I t because they hated him.
spirit
of
idolatry
had
indeed
been make even paths, so there may be
gnaws at the heart like a canker and
and saps the fountain of happiness. driven out of this nation but the no occasion for our brethren to
God knows the evil of hatred there- hearts of the people were empty— stumble, but he seeing our good
fore he tells us not to let the sun go were not filled with the love of God; works may glorify our Father which
down on our wrath. Yet how many so the seven other evil spirits had is in heaven.
Now we have heard many dear
make the sad mistake of nourishing room to enter, which made the Jews
more
natef
ul
to
Christ
than
even
the
ones testify like this, " I make many
the 'evil in their heart from day to
day—yea, even for months aud years. Gentiles were. Peter asked Annanias, crooked paths, but pray for me that
Oh, how such persons are to be pitied, "Why hath Satan filled thy heart?" I may be faithful." I s that right?
life is short and we cannot afford to Annanias could not answer; yet the Is it not testifying for the devil?
let the evil mar more than one day's answer is plain. His heart was not Should we have the prayers of the
happiness, judged even from a worldy filled with love so that there was not church that we may continue faithful
standpoint. How much more should room for Satan to fill it with selfish- in making many crooked paths ?
Listen what the Word says of
we in accordance with God's command ness aud deceit. Just before Judas
betrayed
Christ,
Satan
entered
his
those who make crooked paths, aud
apply the remedy at once before it
has taken deep root and become a heart. There too must have been walk in them:
"They have made them crooked
chronic trouble! The Lord not only room for him to enter.
JLet
our
hearts
be
filled
with
the
paths,
whosoever goeth therein shall
tells us to be in haste about this; but
not
know
peace."—Isa. 59:8. And
love
of
God
and
our
fellowman
and
He also gives direction how to settle
to
such
that
turn aside unto THEIR
Satan
will
not
fiud
it
an
empty
field
our difficulties instead of carrying on
crooked
ways,
the Lord shall lead
protracted haste over them.
Read to sow the evil therein.
them forth with the workers of iniDear friends, by God's grace we
these directions in Matthew 18:15
quity.—Ps. 125:5.
Let us then
to 17. Mark the instruction there can do something,even if it be little, avoid making crooked paths, and
given—a private interview first. How to increase love and diminish hatred ; walk in the straight and narrow way,
often a private talk will clear away the acts we do, the words we speak, and ask for the good old paths.
misunderstanding. And how is such an the thoughts we think all have their Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in the
interview to be brought about? The influence on ourselves and others for ways and see and ask for the old
Lord says " g o . " You that feel good and evil. Let us then try to paths, where is the good way ? and

tares says the enemy sowed them
while "men slept." Oh, how often
men sleep, forgetting to watch and
pray, and the devil gets and uses his
chance to sow the evil seed in the
heart. His sowing has been bearing
fruit through the ages from the death
of Abel down to the present time. And
he is busy yet sowing when men sleep.
And what is so strange is that so
many people are cultivating the plants
the devil sows, especially the evil
plant hatred. How shall we decrease
hatred?

-
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walk therein, and ye shall find rest
for your souls.—Jer. 6:16. Praise
God for this blessed soul rest. Are
we enjoying it in its fullness to-day ?
Let the old way be ours, even the
way of holiness, without which no
man shall see the Lord.—Heb. 12:14. • This is the "cast u p " way
whereon if we walk, we walk in the
light and do not stumble. Let us
who are of the light and day avoid
making crooked paths, that cause
weak ones to stumble, and often fall
in their way from the ancient paths,
and go in a way not cast up.—Jer.
18:15.
For God has prepared a
highway for his people, and not only
a highway, but "A WAY" which is
the way of holiness, and only the redeemed of the Lord walk thereon,
and they obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall pass
away.—Isa. 35:8-10. We are to see
to it that we get on this way and
keep on it, and as we walk in
obedience to Him in all things, we
make straight paths not only for our
feet, but the feet of the tired, the
lame, the sick, etc., and we can be a
real guide board for Jesus and his
cause. For the path of the just is
as a shining light, that shineth more
and more unto the perfect day.—Prov. 4:18. So we see we have no
excuse for making crooked paths
and walking in them. Some testify
they have been on the way forty or
fifty years and still are makirig
many crooked paths. When will
they begin to make straight paths
is a question that often comes to my
mind. Is it right? Is it shining
more and more unto the perfect
day? Where do we find ourselves?
If we are'making ciooked paths we
surely are in the path of the wicked,
and we are told not to enter the
path of the wicked, but to avoid it,
not even to pass by it. For the way
of the wicked is as darkness, they
don't even know at what they stum
ble.—Prov. 4: 14-19.
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If we would take the admonition
and not even pass by the way of
wickedness, we would not yield when
the temptation comes, for there are
enough temptations even when we
avoid all we can.

muth, T. A. Long and Jacob Martin. Text,
2 Cor. 5:1. The maiden name of the deceased
was Engle and she was a sister of Rev. Henry
Engle, who with two sisters, Mrs. Martin
Undemuth, of Elizabethtown, Pa., and Mrs.
Jacob R. Hoffer, of Mount Joy, Pa., (both
widows), is the only survivor of a large family. Deceased was twice married, the first
time to Jacob Berg, of which marriage Martha, the wife of John Musser, of Rowenna,
Pa., is the only child; the second time to John
Eyer, who died in 1885, of whose children
there remain Henry, of Dickinson county,
Kansas; Samuel Eyer, of East Donegal, Lancaster Co., Pa., and Fanny, wife of Dr. C.
Gish, of Brookville, Ohio. She was a member of the Brethren church more than fifty
years, was much attached to the same and
died in the faith. She suffered extremely for
about a year on account of the nature of.her
disease, which was Emphyzema of the Lungs.

Then let us see to it that we
choose the good old way, and make
straight paths for our feet, and not
testify for Satan any more, but
glorify God and with a new experience, which is according to the
Word, and testify for God and
glorify Him in our lives and all we
do, and keep in the straight and
narrow way, that we may be as a
bright and shining light, shining
brighter and brighter until Jesus
says, it is enough, come up higher, EAILWAT TIME TABLES AT ABILENE,
UNION PACIFIC.
and we shall shine as the brightness
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